The Giving Tree

By: Shel Silverstein

Objective: 

The students will listen to a story and complete a graphic organizer.  

They will write a paragraph after completing the graphic organizer.

Procedure: 

1. Introduce lesson by discussing a time when the children gave a gift and it made them feel good that they were giving something rather that receiving a gift. 

2. Read The Giving Tree aloud to the class.

3. Have the students think of a person that they would like to give a gift to and what that gift would be.

4. Have the students complete the graphic organizer using Inspiration.

Inspiration file
5. After they complete the organizer the children can change the graphics to go with the person and gift that they chose. They can print the organizer so that they can use it to compose a paragraph titled “The Gift.”

	The Gift
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Criteria
Points
4
3
2
1
 
Main/Topic Idea Sentence
Main/Topic idea sentence is clear, correctly placed, and is restated in the closing sentence.
Main/Topic idea sentence is either unclear or incorrectly placed, and is restated in the closing sentence.
Main/Topic idea sentence is unclear and incorrectly placed, and is restated in the closing sentence.
Main/Topic idea sentence is unclear and incorrectly placed, and is not restated in the closing sentence.
____
Supporting Detail Sentence(s)
Paragraph(s) have three or more supporting detail sentences that relate back to the main idea.
Paragraph(s) have two supporting detail sentences that relate back to the main idea.
Paragraph(s) have one supporting detail sentence that relate back to the main idea.
Paragraph(s) have no supporting detail sentences that relate back to the main idea.
____
Elaborating Detail Sentence(s)
Each supporting detail sentence has three or more elaborating detail sentences.
Each supporting detail sentence has at least two elaborating detail sentences.
Each supporting detail sentence has one elaborating detail sentence.
Each supporting detail sentence has no elaborating detail sentence.
____
Legibility
Legible handwriting, typing, or printing.
Marginally legible handwriting, typing, or printing.
Writing is not legible in places.
Writing is not legible.
____
Mechanics and Grammar
Paragraph has no errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 
Paragraph has one or two punctuation, capitalization, and spelling errors.
Paragraph has three to five punctuation, capitalization, and spelling errors.
Paragraph has six or more punctuation, capitalization, and spelling errors.
____
 
 
 
 
Total---->
____
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