A Black History Month Activity Based on the Personal Beliefs of Paul Robeson.

[image: image1.jpg]



Adapted from a game activity developed by Linda Masternak Justice in the November/December 2003 issue of Cobblestone’s Footsteps on African American Heritage featuring Paul Robeson.

1. Use Internet, Encyclopedias, and media center books and magazines to read and learn about Paul Robeson and the principles in which he believed.  

2. Divide students into groups of 2 or more players.

3. Give each student the sheet with Paul’s six principles.

4. Give each student the sheet with 12 examples of Paul’s principles put into action.  Each team player is to cut out his/her 12 examples and then shuffle all the cards of all the players face down in a pile.  

5. In turn, each player draws a card, reads it aloud, and then names the Robeson principle of which it is an example.  When all players agree on the principle of which it is an example, the player places the card face up on the appropriate block on his/her sheet of six principles. If he/she already has a card on that block, he/she puts the card face down on the bottom of the pile of cards from which students are drawing.  

6. The first player to draw and identify one example of each principle (thereby covering all 6 blocks of his/her sheet) wins.

7. After playing the game once, older students may wish to take the blank sheet of 12 rectangles and make up 12 new examples of the principles put into action, cut them apart, and play the game again.  The sheets can be run on colored cardstock to make them more durable and attractive.  They could also be laminated.

	Reach for perfection, rather then just merely trying to exceed the achievements of others.


	Succeeding without helping others is little worth. As you climb, help lift those left behind. rr

	A deeper understanding of one’s own culture will lead to better understanding of other cultures. There is only one race-the human one.


	Temper strength and power with gentleness and compassion; balance courage with wisdom.

	Personal growth is the mother of greatness, but its price is pain and perseverance 

(persistence). 


	Don’t go along to get along. Be willing to sacrifice to do what you know is right.


	I will strive for a perfect score on the next math test.

                                      
	I will strive to spell all words correctly on the next spelling test
	I will be nice to all classmates playing on my team at recess—including those making outs for my team.
	I will never make fun of someone who doesn’t know an answer that I think is easy.

	I will sacrifice watching TV or playing with friends to study more and bring up my grades.  

	I will sacrifice some of my afternoon free time to practice a musical instrument or participate in a club such as Boy/Girl Scouts
	I will save some of my money and give it to a worthy cause such as a homeless children’s shelter. 
	I will help my neighborhood by not littering and picking up trash littered by others.

	I will learn more about the customs of Native Americans.
	I will not smoke or use drugs to be accepted by my friends.
	I will learn more about the customs of the people from Iraq.
	I will not listen to or repeat gossip.


Suggested Resources:

Arnesen, Eric.  “A Winning Role Starring Paul Robeson.”  Footsteps Magazine.  November/December 2003,  pp. 2-5.

Baker, Rosalie F. “An Interview With Paul Robeson, Jr.”  Footsteps Magazine.  November/December 2003, pp. 38-39.  

Justice, Linda Masternak. “Paul’s Principles – A Card Game for 2 or More Players.”  Footsteps Magazine.  November/December 2003, pp. 46.

On the Net:

http://www.scc.rutgers.edu/njh/PaulRobeson/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/database/robeson_p.html
http://www.duboislc.com/ShadesOfBlack/PaulRobeson.html
http://www.lexington1.net/technology/techresource/tis/months/february.htm
Lexington I’s Tech4U February Black History Month Web Site Suggestions

