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Gator Gears win teamwork award
One of Meadow Glen Middle’s robotics teams competed on the international stage, winning an award for  
excellent teamwork.

MGMS’s “Gator Gears” represented South Carolina at the FIRST LEGO League Razorback Open Invitational  
in May. Competing against teams from around the world, they won first place for teamwork. 

Team members include MGMS’s Sydney C. Davis, Sachi Lal and Celeste C. Sullivan, and rising River Bluff High 
Freshmen Hir D. Panchal, Sarina Y. Patel, Anuska Sharma and Rebecca L. Yu.

Seventy-two teams competed in the event, hosted by the Freshman Engineering Program at the University of  
Arkansas. Gator Gears scored 184 points in the robot game competition.
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River Bluff junior crowned 
Miss South Carolina Teen
River Bluff High’s Kellan B. Fenegan spent her summer representing 
her hometown on the state and national pageant circuit.

Competing at the Miss South Carolina Scholarship Organization’s 
Miss South Carolina Pageant, Fenegan, as Miss Columbia Teen, won 
Miss South Carolina Teen. She began the competition by winning a 
preliminary evening gown award.

Shortly after, Fenegan traveled to Orlando, Florida to compete in the 
Miss America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant on July 27, making it to the 
final 10 and winning an award for highest GPA.

A member of RBHS’s swimming and lacrosse teams, as well as 
National Beta Club, Fenegan plans to use her title to support a cause 
close to her heart. She says the inspiration for her platform is her 
brother, who was in the foster care system for much of his life.

Her platform, Families Fostering Hope, provides care for foster 
children by collecting toiletry items, blankets, clothes, shoes and  
other items that foster children need. 

Wrestlers take  
nine state titles
Nine Lexington District One students won state titles during 
the South Carolina USA Wrestling Freestyle and Greco Roman 
State Championships held June 1.

Members of Soda City Wrestling Club who won titles include Gilbert High’s Barrett D. Crout 
and White Knoll High’s Jason O. Garay, Eric Lopez, B. Cam Rice, Jack A. Scott, Ty J. Shealy 
and Zachary L. Weber.

Crout won the 132-lb. junior division in both Greco and freestyle, while Garay won the 138-lb. 
Greco junior division, plus a second-place finish in the freestyle match.

Also winning two titles, Lopez won the 16U 113-lb. Greco and freestyle titles, with Weber 
winning the 14U 110-lb. Greco and freestyle titles. In the 220-lb. division, Shealy won both the 
Greco and freestyle junior division titles.

Scott won the 145-lb. freestyle junior division, finishing second in the 145-lb. Greco match. 
Rice won the 16U 145-lb. Greco championship, plus a second-place finish in the 16U 138-lb. 
freestyle match.

Additional winners include Pelion Elementary’s Landon R. Fields and Pelion Middle’s  
Ryan H. McElroy.

Representing Pelion, Fields won the 10U 71-lb. Greco and freestyle championships, while 
McElroy won 14U 97-lb. freestyle championship.
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Gilbert, Lexington 
teens win pageant 
crowns
Competing in the teen division of the  
Little Miss and Teen Miss South Carolina 
pageant, four Lexington District One students 
won titles.

Winners include Lexington High’s Susannah 
A. Counts as Overall Queen, Lexington 
High’s J. Taylor Spires as South Carolina’s 
Outstanding Teen, Lexington High’s Madison 
E. Barrett as Teen Miss South Carolina and 
Gilbert High’s Emily R. Garris as Young Miss 
Teen South Carolina.

Spires began the competition by winning 
the talent portion for playing the piano and 
singing, then winning the state title on July 20. 

Winner of the pageant’s Young Miss Teen 
South Carolina, Garris won Miss Congeniality 
and overall interview.

One of South Carolina’s oldest pageant 
systems for children and young adults, Little 
Miss and Teen Miss South Carolina promotes 
community service and academic excellence, 
as well as encouraging poise and positive self-
esteem.

Winners will spend the year traveling around 
South Carolina raising funds for Prisma 
Health Children’s Hospital, participating in 
numerous community service opportunities 
and speaking at a variety of events.

(L to R) Madison Barrett, Emily Garris,  
Taylor Spires, Susannah Counts

Hydrate, learn, repeat
Red Bank Elementary got a little healthier this year thanks to a Lowe’s 
Toolbox for Education Grant. 

Physical Education Teacher Rocky C. Burns received $2,335 to 
improve student access to hydration.

He purchased water bottle filling stations for two of the school’s water 
fountains in the gymnasium and cafeteria, with the overall goal of 
increasing student fitness levels and classroom achievement.

Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation has helped more 
than 8,000 schools across the country create reading gardens, build 
playgrounds and implement other improvement projects that help 
strengthen their schools and their communities.
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Beautiful music = state recognition
Two Lexington District One music programs received multiple honors in 2018–2019, culminating in a state award.

The S.C. Music Educators Association Choral Division awarded both Gilbert and White Knoll high schools with an 
Outstanding Performance Award in recognition of a year of sensational singing. Choral Directors Craig J. Coelho of 
GHS and Cheryl Felder of WKHS accepted the awards on behalf of their students.

At the 2019 SCMEA Choral Performance Assessment, GHS’s Sola Voce and Chamber choirs both earned superior with 
distinction. Six GHS students earned an individual superior rating at the 2019 SCMEA Solo and Ensemble Festival. 
Nine received an invitation to sing with the SCMEA All-State Chorus at Winthrop University, with seven students 
earning a spot in the 2019 SCMEA Region Choir.

WKHS’s varsity choir received a superior with distinction rating at the SCMEA Choral Performance Assessment, as 
well as superior ratings at the SCMEA solo and ensemble competitions and second-place finish at the state high school 
choral competition. Senior members of the choir received more than $500,000 in college scholarships.

Dollar General grant 
provides summer books
Students from Rocky Creek Elementary went home with new books 
for summer reading thanks to grant funding.

RCES’s Alecia W. Clamp, Meredith Hatley and Beth M. Stuart 
received a Dollar General Literacy Foundation Summer Reading grant 
worth $2,000, and used the funds to purchase books for selected 
rising second and third grade students.

Students took home 10 to 12 books individualized to their particular 
interests and reading level, plus a new backpack to carry their new 
mini-library.

Dollar General Literacy Foundation Summer Reading grants 
support the creation or expansion of summer reading programs that 
encourage readers.
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Gilbert HOSA debates  
its way to international stage
Members of Gilbert High’s HOSA chapter debated their way to an 
international achievement this June.

Competing at the HOSA International Leadership Conference, 
Madison H. Cooke, Harliann N. Hendrix, Harmony A. Hendrix and 
Brian S. Scircle finished in fourth place in the Biomedical Debate 
category.

The annual competition draws future medical professionals from 
around the world, with approximately 10,000 students vying for 
awards in areas of dental terminology, forensic science and more.

GHS’s team began preparing their affirmative and negative responses 
to the debate topic “Pain Management: Opioids are the best solution!” 
this past fall, finishing third at the state HOSA competition. 

Determined to improve their performance, the quartet collaborated 
and practiced diligently ahead of the international event, where they 
debated against teams from the United States, U.S. territories, Canada, 
Mexico and China.

(L to R) Madison Cooke, Brian Scircle, Harliann Hendrix,  
Harmony Hendrix

Board members advance 
their knowledge at 
board member and 
leadership training
Three members of the Lexington County 
School District One Board of Trustees 
recently reached new levels in the South 
Carolina School Boards Association’s 
Boardmanship Institute.

Jada B. Garris 
reached Level 2 
status, totaling 40 
points by attending 
the SCSBA annual 
convention and the 
district’s new board 
orientation, as well as 
additional points for 
legislative advocacy.

Dr. R. Kyle Guyton 
and Timothy F. 
Oswald achieved 
Level 1 status. 

Oswald earned a 
total of 26 points for 
attending the SCSBA 
annual convention 
and the district’s new 
board orientation, 
plus an additional 
point for participating 
in an SCSBA Lunch 
and Learn webinar. 

Guyton earned 25 
points by attending 
the annual SCSBA 
annual convention 
and the district’s new 
board orientation.

Since 1982, the Boardmanship Institute has 
offered leadership-focused curriculum for 
board members on state and educational 
issues. Board members earn points for 
participating in statewide conferences and 
on-site training in their district, moving up 
to the next level as they accrue appropriate 
points. Level 6 is the highest level they can 
attain.



References to trademark and brand ownership have been removed for ease of  reading, but in all cases should be taken as read and respected.

Lexington County School District One is committed to a policy of  nondiscrimination and equal opportunity for all students, parents/legal guardians, staff, visitors, 
personnel and community members who participate or seek to participate in its programs or activities. Therefore, the district does not discriminate against any 
individual on the basis of  race, religion, sex (including pregnancy, childbirth or any related medical conditions), color, disability, age, genetic information, national origin 
or any other applicable status protected by local, state or federal law.

The district will use the grievance procedures set forth in policy to process complaints based on alleged violations of  Title VI of  the Civil Rights Act of  1964; Title VII 
of  the Civil Rights Act of  1964; Title IX of  the Education Amendments Act of  1972; Section 504 of  the Rehabilitation Act of  1973; the Age Discrimination Act of  
1975; the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of  1967; the Equal Pay Act of  1963; the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of  2008; and Titles I and II of  
the Americans with Disabilities Act of  1990.

The district designates specific individuals to handle inquiries or complaints. To find out whom to contact and how to contact them, please go to our website at http://
www.lexington1.net/contact-us.




